Paris, it was a blast!  We took off Sept. 17th and took the bullet train.  It was a great ride, and we got to see lots of country side.  We had to take an S-Bahn from Düsseldorf to Köln, where we caught the bullet train.  I always like riding the trains into Köln, because the train station is right next to the Dom.  The Dom in Köln is the largest cathedral in Germany and larger than Notre Dame.  Anyway, the train took us from Köln to Liege, Brussels and to Paris.  Once in Paris,  we checked into the Waldorf in the Opera district and then headed out for dinner.  After dinner, we headed for the Champs de Lyse where they were having a week long air show between the Louvre and the Arch de Triumph.  It was great,  they had everything from all the great bi-planes to a moch-up of the Arian launch vehicle.  The next day, we toured the outside of the Louvre and the gardens.  From there, we headed to Notre Dame where we toured the inside and got to see the great bell and go to the top of one of the towers.  After that we did some more sight seeing of the island and then had lunch at a street side cafe and rested our feet.  After that, we walked to the Arch de Triumph and got to walk the stairs to the top of that.  There is a small museum in the top of the Arch de Triumph now.  From there, we could see all over and watch the craziest drivers in the world, including an upset taxi driver that chased a car around the plaza on foot trying to kick the car.  After that, we walked to the Eiffel tower where we got to watch the sunset from the top.  Sheena and I had a very romantic Anniversary.  After that, we were getting a bit tired and burned out, so we broke down and took a taxi to Planet Hollywood for dinner.  The next morning, we got an early start and had breakfast at a street side cafe and then headed for the Louvre.  We got there early and were able to get in right away.  We saw the entire Italian paintings wing including the Mona Lisa, and  then we toured the Louvre history wing showing the entire history of the site and we toured the underground excavation of the original building.  After that, we tried to get into the Orsey.   The Orsey is supposed to have all the best art history in Paris, but the lines were too long and we decided to pass.  We did some more shopping and had the Hotel line up a special dinner and an evening at the Crazy Horse theatre.  The dinner was a wonderful and authentic French restaurant and then we walked to the Crazy Horse for the can-can show that lasted until 1:30 AM.  The next morning we slept in a bit and the walked up to Mont Martre where all the artists work and sell their pictures along the street.  We also toured to Cathedral there that over looks the entire city.  After that, we walked back to the main part of the Paris to go to an outdoor stamp bourse and for more shopping and a walk along the river.   That evening, we took an night time boat ride on the river and had a narration of all the historical buildings and bridges.  On Monday, we tried once more to get into the Orsey, but decided we would be cutting it too close to catch our train home.  And that’s a brief description of our trip to Paris.





On October 21st, we went to The Hague ('The' is actually part of the name) and it  was awesome.  The architecture was beautiful, and there was an Applebees at the beach.  It was pretty funny watching the Americans in the Applebees.  They really stood out at the restaurant and Sheena and I just thought back at the fact that we did the same things when we first came over.  The museum there was doing a special showing of Rembrandt.  We never realized the Rembrandt painted so many medical pictures.  We got to see several of his pieces along with all the other art.  We also got to take a 'hike' in their city park which surrounds the Queens Palace which still has a real moat and guards.  The park is about twice the size of New York's city park, with deer and many other wild animals in the middle of the city.   We had a great 4 days there.
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